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Our Mission 
To promote through collaboration, a 
healthy community free of substance 

abuse for youth and those who live in, 
work in and/or visit Royal Oak. 

                   Executive Board 
                 President: Richard Granke 
                 Vice President: Lynette Sisson 
                 Secretary: Erin Shaughnessy 
                 Treasurer: John Burr 
                 Members-at-large: 

     Elaine Trzasko 
Kelly Geyer          

      John Giordano 
        ACHC Representative: Margaret Blount 

Executive Director: Diane Dovico 
 

Staff: 
Executive Director:  Diane Dovico 

Fund Developer:  Rodney Terwilliger 
Youth Director:  Cathy Mackool 

Evaluator:  Dr. Darren Lubbers, PhD 
Clerical Assistant:  Melissa Ferrero 

 
Board of  Directors 

Dr. Thomas Moline, School Superintendent 
Mayor James Ellison 

Police Chief Quisenberry 
Mike Ripinski 
Stan Harris 
Linda Reetz 

Richard Wilson 
Lynn Wilcox 
Rachel Geyer 

Reverend Marshall Dunlap 
Brenda Romanchik 

Richard Wilson 
Larry McCarrick 

Royal Oak Community  
Coalition 

Preventing substance abuse by building 
 a healthier community. 

Our Vision 
Royal Oak is a community that is 
healthy, safe and free of substance 

abuse. 

Supporting Organizational  
Partners and Individuals 

Royal Oak Police Department, Royal Oak 
Neighborhood Schools, City of Royal Oak, Alliance 
for the Coalitions of Healthy Communities, William  
Beaumont Hospital, American Cancer Society, Great 
Lakes Division, Mirror Newspaper, Royal Oak Parks 
and Recreation Department, The Daily Tribune, The 
Royal Oak Review, WOAK, WROK, Common 
Ground Sanctuary, South Oakland YMCA, U of D 
Mercy College, Royal Oak Youth Assistance, Royal 
Oak Pastor’s Association, Royal Oak Chamber of 
Commerce, Royal Oak Library, Royal Oak Council 
PTA, Oakland Family Services, Oakland County  
Office of Substance Abuse, Oakland County Health  
Division, Oakland County Sheriff Department, Royal 
Oak Interclub Council, Royal Oak Optimist Club, 
Student  Leadership Services, Kimball High School 
marketing class and community service students, 
Royal Oak Senior Center, Eastwood Clinics, MADD, 
Salvation Army, Tobacco Reduction Action Coalition, 
Oakland County Board of Commissioners, Henry 
Ford Maplegrove; Family Health Care Systems, Shrine 
Academy and High School, Hollywood Super Market, 
Holiday Market, National City Bank, Susan & Eton 
Associates, Jim Johnson, Gustafson & Morningstar 
Dentistry, ACE Hardware/13 Mile, Enterprise Rent a 
Car/Corporate sponsor, Jodi Apsey,  Steve & Katie 
Beechler, Linda Borushko, Kathleen Brooks,  
Cameron State Farm Agency, Rick & Melissa Chalela, 
Churchill Education Center, Dondero High School, 
Kirk & Catherine Goddard, Jody Godman, Robert 
Guymer, John & Christine Hartwig, Mel & Sandy 
Johnson, M.P. Kelly, Keller Middle School &  PTSA, 
Addams Middle School & PTSA, Conrad & Barbara 
Kien, Joe Knollenberg Office, Joyce Maierle, Lillian 
R. Maples, Mark Twain PTA, Ken Marten, Jerry & 
Carol Mawhorter, Thomas McCormick, N&A Oil 
Company, Thomas Neville, Northwood Elementary 
PTA, Oak Ridge Elementary PTA, Marianne & Ron 
Peludat, Royal Oak High School, Gerald Tarchala, 
Starr Elementary PTA, Upton Elementary PTA,  
Vectorform Inc., Muriel & Frank Versagi, DaShawn 
Wallace, Martha Webster, The Wendland’s, Whittier 
Elementary PTA, Clemens Wittekind, David 
Woodward, Jr., Cathy Zimmerman, Mavis Burr, 
Papa Romano’s, Kalidescope Hair Salon, Jan Harris 



Highlights of  Success 

Coalition organizational accomplishments: 
• Awarded the Substance Abuse and Mental Health  
       Services Administration community Drug Free Support    
      matching five-year grant 
• Changed organization name to:  Royal Oak Community 
      Coalition.  To reflect emphasis on building community  
      capacity to address substance abuse related issues 
• Assembled a full Executive Board 
• Created new Board of Directors 
• Increased staff positions to include:  Youth Director, 
      Fund Developer, Evaluator and Clerical Assistant 

 
Events—Initiatives—Campaigns: 
 
 
 
 
 
• Hosted “Keeping the Door Open”, a parent/teen  
      dialogue night focused on assessing high-risk situations 
      and how to say no and keep your friends 
• With our Police Department made face-to-face visits to 
      our alcohol and tobacco retailers to distribute the ID 
      checking guides and tobacco retailer education kits 
• Participated in county-wide prevention programs, with 
      “Parents Who Host Lose the Most…” campaign to 
      reduce teen drinking 
• Joined efforts to help support a safe prom and  
      graduation 
• Partnered with PTSA to support Spring break activities 
• Youth Action Squad received authorization as an official 
     youth club 
• Assisted City of Royal Oak in recruiting teens to join 
     city boards and committees  
• Sponsored Alcohol Screening Day 
• Coordinated patient-focused tobacco education  
     program for local dentist with U of D Mercy 
• Hosted “Meet and Greet” Opportunity of Youth  
      Servicing/Helping Agencies 
• Held “Talk Early, Talk Often,” a communication  
     building workshop for parents 

• Partnered with the National Children of Alcoholic 

Royal Oak Community 
 Coalition  

Association clergy-based program:  “Support 
Families and Promoting Recovery” 

• Collaborated with Royal Oak Schools to  
   provide “Student Profile of Behaviors and 
   Attitude Survey.” Made nine power point 
   presentations on the results, two aired on cable 

• Disseminated prevention information by:   
     community mailings - Career Expo - local 
     newspaper coverage - cable bulletin board  
     messages - kindergarten welcome packets - 
     and over 25 school/community group  
     presentations  
• Worked in partnership with Kimball High 
     School students to create and help assemble 
     table-top display boards on prevention themes 
     boards on prevention themes help assemble 

Coalition accomplishments are a result of community 
efforts.  By involving sectors of the community, we 
achieve positive, measurable and sustainable change in 
the area of alcohol, tobacco, and drug abuse 
prevention. 

Royal Oak Community
Successful Substance Use Reduction Trends

Source: Search Institute Student Surveys

6th, 8th, 10th, and 12th grades
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Substance Used

Alcohol

Marijuana

Tobacco

Other Drugs

Expenditures 2005-2006

15% 2%

25%

58%

Program
Expenses 

Office Expenses  

Fund
Development

Miscellaneous 

Income 2005 - 2006

79%
1%

18% 1% 1%

Contributions    
.
Dues  

Grants

Development 

Other  

Licensed by:  State of Michigan 
 Department of Public Health Prevention 


