
 

Our Mission 
To promote through collaboration, a 

healthy community, free of  
substance abuse for youth and those who 

live in, work in and/or visit 

Royal Oak 

Licensed by:  State of Michigan Department of Community Health 



The Royal Oak Community Coalition serves to coordinate      

efforts in addressing community substance abuse issues as well 

as provide technical assistance to all segments of the community 

in their prevention efforts. 
 

The many projects and activities selected this year engaged 

partners to drive community focus and energy toward shifting 

norms, attitudes and behaviors through a multiple strategies 

across multiple sectors, evidence-based approach. This allows 

different entities of the community to find an active role within 

the Coalition framework. Alliances and supporters are recruited 

for each activity, campaign, or initiative based on their expertise 

and ability to access resources. Our volunteers and members are 

mobilized to take part in the planning, implementation and  

evaluation of prevention initiatives. 
 

The needs assessment and planning process involves the  

collection and analysis of pertinent data from a wide variety     

of sources utilizing the “Why Here Model”.  Project evaluations, 

and the Coalition’s infrastructure stage of development, are    

periodically evaluated by applying the SWOT analysis to    

gauge impact. 

 

  

“Preventing substance abuse by strengthening and  

sustaining a safe and healthy community, together.” 

“I’m convinced that we need to create a culture of wellness in our 

society: To teach people about small steps they can take, and good 

choices they can make, that lead to better health.”  Michael O. Leavitt, 

Secretary of Health  and Human Services for the United States of America.  
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Addams Elementary & PTA, Advanced Internet Solutions, ADXL Promotions, Alliance of Coalitions for 

Healthy Communities, Kathleen Altman, American Cycle & Fitness, Deborah Anderson, Amanda      

Andrews, Angela Ashburn, bd’s Mongolian Grill, Be The Change Youth Group, Beaumont Health     
System, Carrie Beerer, Michael Betman, Suzanne Bianchi, Birmingham Bloomfield Community        

Coalition, Margaret Blount, Sheriff Michael Bouchard, Bowlero Lanes, BoysWork, Lisa Bradford, Ted 

Braude, Judge Terrance Brennan, Gary Briggs, Jeff Brinker, Mavis Burr, C&G Newspapers, Pat Capello, 
Marty Cardamone, Care of SE Michigan, Caribou Coffee, Sgt. Al Carter, Churchill Alternative High 

School, Churchill Education Center, Steve Cito, City of Royal Oak, Coldstone Creamery, Community 

Media Network, Common Ground, Continental Bike Shop, Pat Cooley, Craig Covey, Andrea Cowan, 
Creative Arts Studio, Custom Care Pharmacy, Daily Tribune, Sheila Damaschke, Dawn Danhausen,  

Melanie Daugherty, Judy Davids, Mary Ann DeKane, Sandy Dorey, Cono Dovico, Kelsey Dovico, Down-

town Ferndale Bike Shop, Marcie Dryden, Kyle Dubuc, Dynamic Flowers of Royal Oak, Eaton & Susan 
Accountants, Mayor Jim Ellison, Empowerment Professionals, Gabrielle Erken, Rose Evers, Lindson 

Feun, First Congregational Church, Jane Flarity-Gram, Michael Fournier, Sgt. Mike Fraser, Paul Galben-

ski, Dave Gilliam, Carlo Ginotti, Francie Giordano, Kirk and Catherine Goddard, Peggy Goodwin, Dick 
Granke, Alex Greenfield, Janet Grobel, John Grzywack, Angie Gullekson, Melanie Halas, Michael Hart-

man, Chris Hartwig, Stan and Jan Harris, Chris Hartiwick, Kathleen Hauser, Sharmaine Hicks, Carol 

Hills, Holiday Market, Hollywood SuperMarkets, Hopeakuu Holistic Massage, Carla Hotts, Hungry  

Howies, Image Printing, Inter-Club Council, Jazzercize Fitness Center, Jasper Johnson, Dale Johnson, 

Don Johnson, Join Together, Jordano Graphics, Mr. & Mrs. Bob Jurva, Sreedhar Kaluva, Mary Karshner,  

Keller Elementary & PTA, Shelly Kemp, Corrine Khederian, Kathy Knapp, Kiwanis Club, Doug 
Kuhnlein, Laser Quest, Carrie Laurence, George Leichtweiss, Honorable Sander Levin, Shawn Lewis-

Lakin, Lily’s Seafood Restaurant, Darren Lubbers, Sam Lynch, Rev. Renee Machiniak, Peggy Magary, 

Gina Mangold, Lillian Maples, Zoe Marcus, Shelly Mazur, McGoldrick Consulting, Gary McGillivray, 
Lorraine McGoldrick, Kevin McLogan, Jane McNamara, Derek Meinicke, Metro Parent Magazine,    

Michigan Coalition to Reduce Underage Drinking, Michigan Department of Labor, Michigan Liquor 

Control Commission, Michigan National Guard Counterdrug Division, Rich Millard, Andrea Miller,  
Modern Skate & Surf, Jim Moll, Motor City Tour Company, Dalila Mujagic, Scott Newman, North Oak-

land Community Coalition, Northwood Elementary & PTA, Chief Corrigan O’Donahue, Oak Ridge   

Elementary, Oakland Elementary & PTA, Oakland Intermediate Schools, Oakland County Board of   
Commissioners, Oakland County Health Division Office of Substance Abuse, Oakland County Parks and 

Recreation, Oakridge Elementary & PTA, Carrie O’Neill, OUR Credit Union, Senator John Pappageorge, 

Jason Parrott, Pastor’s Association, Pasquale’s Restaurant, PATCH, Beverly J. Patchett, Congressman 
Gary Peters, Anita Pillai, David Poulton, Pauline Pruneau, Kathy Rager, Rager Consulting, Greg Rassel, 

Jim Rasor, Tom Regan, REI, Frank Remlinger, Rachel Reyst-Carrol, Rev. Thomas Rice, Robin Richard-

son, Dawn & Mike Ripinski, Rock on Third, Rotary Club of Royal Oak, Royal Oak Cable Station WROK, 
Royal Oak Chamber of Commerce, Royal Oak City Attorney Office, Royal Oak Elks Club, Royal Oak 

Fire Department, Royal Oak Florist, Royal Oak High School & PTSA, Royal Oak Kiwanis Club, Royal 
Oak Middle and High School, Royal Oak Neighborhood Schools, Royal Oak Optimist Club, Royal Oak 

Police Department, Royal Oak PTA Council, Royal Oak Public Library, Judge Daniel Sawicki, Royal Oak 

Senior Center, Royal Oak Youth Assistance, Judy Rubin, SS Digital Media, Jack and Patty Salter, Anna 
Saylor, Erin Shaughnessy, David Simpson, Nick Skislak, Melanie Stone, Support Our Youth Task Force, 

Chris Shreve,  Shrine High School and Academy, Curtis Skewes, Slifko & Associates, Monique Staton, 

Dave Sullivan, Debra Sutton, Gerald Tarchala, Steve Teichow, Chuck Thomas, Thomas Video, Jodi  
Tillander, Tobacco Free Oakland County Coalition, Mike Tobias, Andrey Tomkiw, Jean Towar, Upton 

Elementary & PTA, Dr. Laura Vanloon, Gary VanStaveren, Frank & Muriel Versagi, Denice Vitale,  

Walgreens Royal Oak, Mary Washington, Mark Weatherwax, Jay Weinko, Thom Welch, Diana Wing,  
Wing Communications, Clemens Wittekind, David Woodward, WROK Cable TV, Woody’s Diner,   

Dennis Yager, YMCA – South Oakland Branch, Cathy Zimmerman, Zumba Mexican Grill    

  

Thirty detailed initiatives were integrated into the action-plan.                     

Below is a brief summary of seven of the most prominent programs: 

1.  Fun Under 20/Spring Break Royal Oak: Partnered with multiple area           

businesses to provided youth with a list of 51 low cost activities to keep 

them safely entertained during Spring Break and all year long.                        

2.  21 to Buy, Not Supply: Collaborated with Oakland County Health 

Dept. and Michigan Liquor Control Commission to create statewide     

campaign and radio PSA to educate young adults on the penalties of buying 

alcohol for underage friends and family members (reported as the primary 

source for minors).                                                                                           

3. Medicine Disposal Programs:  To raise awareness of the dangers of 

illegal use of prescription drug, ROCC promoted “Operation Medicine 

Cabinet” in collaboration with the Royal Oak Police Department, and 

worked with three pharmacies in Royal Oak to institute “Yellow Jug Old 

Drugs” to collect expired and unused over the counter medications.                                                                       

4. K2/Spice:  In collaboration with “Support Our Youth”, an awareness and 

educational campaign was initiated to notify area merchants of the dangers 

of K2/Spice. Two follow- up visits were conducted of local gas stations and 

convenience stores and found 5 stores still selling the synthetic drug. City 

Commissioner quickly enacted an emergency ban.                                                                                                                      

5. Bike Clinic:  Awarded a “Brooskie Way” mini grant to sponsor a family 

friendly bike clinic on National Drug-Free Day. Over 150 families partici-

pated along with 40 biking/ health related vendors at the Farmer’s Market.  

6. Celebrate the Holidays Safely:  Partnered with the Rock on Third and 

Royal Oak teens from “Be The Change” to provide festive Non-Alcoholic 

Drinks to 300 adults at the Royal Oak High School PTSA Holiday Arts & 

Crafts Fair with  hosting tips and alternatives to driving after drinking.       

7.  Curb Underage Access to Tobacco and Alcohol: Conducted onsite 

visits to 127 alcohol and tobacco vendors to provide education kits and I.D. 

Checking Guides. Worked with Common Ground to provide prevention 

message cards and crisis hotline number enclosed in prom flower boxes. 

Data-Driven Strategies that increase community  

knowledge, awareness, and education. 



A major function of a Drug Free Community Coalition is to 

build community capacity. Capacity building involves           

mobilizing human, organizational, and financial resources       

to meet project goals. 

Two goals guide our path to sustainability: 

1) Continue to strengthen and reinforce partnerships, volunteer and    

membership development. 

2) Maintain and explore new opportunities and alliances to foster a        

diversified sustainability framework. 

 

         

Financial Support: 

 DFC Grant (year 6 of a 10 year grant).  The Coalition’s primary    

funding comes from the Drug Free Communities Support Matching 

Grant from the Office of National Drug Control Policy and the      

Substance Abuse Mental Health Administration. 

 Awarded the STOP Grant (Sober Truth on Prevention Underage 

Drinking) for 2012-2016, one of only two in Michigan! 

 Oakland County Health Dept. Office of Substance Abuse Prevention 

Services and Alliance of Coalitions for Healthy Communities funding. 

 Brooksie Way Health and Wellness mini-grant. 

 The ROCC relies on the support of memberships, in-kind services, 

foundations, grants and support from community involvement. In-kind 

contributions and corporate giving this year came from nearly 100  

businesses and individuals to support the implementation of cam-

paigns, activities and events that strengthen community involvement 

in preventing substance abuse.  The Royal Oak Community Coalition  

is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization. Donations are tax deductible.  

 
   

Affiliations: 
National:     CADCA—Community Anti-Drug Coalition of America 

            SAMHSA—Substance Abuse & Mental Health Service Administration 

           CSAP—Center for Substance Abuse Prevention  

           Communities that Care 

           National Center on Addiction & Substance Abuse at Columbia University 

                        National Institute on Drug Abuse 

                        Join Together , The Partnership at Drug Free.com 

           Center for Disease Control 

State:          Prevention Network  

                        Michigan State Office of Substance Abuse Prevention 

                        Michigan Non-Profit Association 

           Michigan Liquor License Commission 

County:      OCOSA (Oakland County Office of Substance Abuse)  

                        ACHC (Alliance for Coalitions for Healthy Communities)  

          TFOC (Tobacco Free Oakland County) 

Local:         Royal Oak Chamber of Commerce 


