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Youths More Likely to Try Alcohol, Cigarettes, and Other Drugs During Summer Months                                                                                 

For example, on an average day in June or July, more than 11,000 teens aged 12 to 17 try alcohol                                                 

for the first time, compared with averages of about 5,000-8,000 first-time users in most other 

months.   

"More free time and less adult supervision can make the summertime an exciting time for many young people, 

but it can also increase the likelihood of exposure to the dangers of substance abuse," Pamela S. Hyde, of the 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), which conducted the study. 

To help keep Royal Oak kids occupied with healthy, affordable activities this summer- the Royal Oak 

Community Coalition is offering FREE copies of “FUN UNDER 20” – a detailed list of fun things to do in our 

community.  Get your free copy today online at www.romi.gov/rocc/events/FunUnder20 or pick up a copy from 

the Royal Oak Public Library.  If you need more info, contact the Coalition at 248-546-7622.  

       

  

 

Don't be A Party to Teenage Drinking.  It’s against the law. 

It is illegal to host or allow teen drinking parties in your home.                                                                               

It is unhealthy and illegal for anyone under age 21 to drink.                                                                                          

It is unsafe and illegal for teens to drink and drive.                                                                                                   

Parents can be prosecuted under the law for providing alcohol to minors. 

If you break the law:  Providing alcohol to a minor is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine up to $1000 and up to 

60 days in jail.  Providing alcohol to a minor, where the consumption of the alcohol is a direct cause of the 

person’s death is a felony, punishable by a fine up to $5000 or up to 10 years imprisonment or both.                        

What parents can do:  Refuse to supply alcohol to anyone under 21.  Be at home when your teen has a party, and 

make sure that alcohol is not brought into your home by your teen or his or her friends.  Talk to your teen about 

the risks associated with underage drinking and talk with other parents about not providing alcohol or having un-

chaperoned parties.                                                                                                                                                            

This public awareness program has been implemented throughout Oakland County by members of the Alliance 

of Coalitions for Healthy Communities (ACHC) for more than 10 years - educating communities and parents 

about the health and safety risks of serving alcohol at teen parties.  This program encourages parents and the 

ENTIRE community to send a unified message that teen alcohol consumption is unhealthy, unsafe and 

unacceptable.  The Campaign was created by Drug Free Action Alliance. 

 

 

 

http://www.ci.royal-oak.mi.us/rocc
http://www.facebook.com/RoyalOakCommunityCoalition
http://www.webmd.com/mental-health/addiction/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/mental-health/default.htm
http://www.romi.gov/rocc/events/FunUnder20
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Upcoming Events: 

 
Royal Oak Launches Crowdfunding Campaign for Community Smart Park             by Judy Davids 

The Michigan Economic Development Corporation and the City of Royal Oak                                                                                                 

announced a new crowdfunding campaign through Michigan-based crowdfunding                                                                    

platform Patronicity.  The campaign will support the construction of an environmentally                                                           

-friendly ‘smart’ park on Center Street in downtown Royal Oak.   

If the Royal Oak Smart Park attains its crowdfunding goal of $60,000 by June 16,                                                                                  

MEDC will provide a $60,000 matching grant. For project details and to donate,                                                                

please visit: www.rosmartpark.com. 

“The Royal Oak Smart Park really exemplifies what Public Spaces Community Places                                                                                                                 

is all about—the community banding together to transform an underutilized plaza into                                                                                                             

an unique and engaging destination,” said MEDC Community Development Director Katharine Czarnecki. 

With the help of the community and supporters from surrounding areas, the City of Royal Oak will bring a one of 

a kind, technologically advanced gathering space to the downtown area. The Royal Oak Smart Park will not only 

encourage interaction amongst visitors, but promote economic and social vitality. 

"We are thrilled to move forward on such an incredibly ambitious project—one that will connect Royal Oak in 

smart new ways," said Mayor Jim Ellison. "We have done our homework, talking to a variety of experts from 

"green" planners to local technology gurus. We believe our smart park concept has potential on so many fronts." 

The Royal Oak Smart Park will feature interactive kiosk that promote Royal Oak businesses, events, and history, 

public WiFi, mobile device charging stations, play area for children, civic art and more.  

To learn more or make a donation go to: www.rosmartpark.com 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Project FOCUS Summer Camp- Families Overcoming Crisis 

and Understanding Strengths       August 10-August 14, 2015                                                 

Offered by  CARE of Southeastern Michigan                                                                                                                           

The camp is for children, youth, parents and caregivers who have 

a family history of substance abuse.  Learn the skills needed to 

succeed stay drug free and stop the cycle of addiction.   

Free Camp, Breakfast & Lunch.    

8:30 am-3:30 pm   Early Childhood Center, 24580 Cunningham, 

Warren MI 48091 for more information or to register contact:  

(586) 541-2273 www.careofsem.com/events/current-happenings 

 

Henry Ford Behavior Health – Maplegrove Center is offering 

a free, fun and interactive education and support program for 

families.  Monday – Thursday, June 22-25 10-1 or July 13-16.  

The program helps children ages 5-12 and their 

parents/grandparents/caregivers learn coping skills.  Maplegrove 

Center, 6773 W. Maple Road, West Bloomfield MI 48322.                               

Call 248-661-6170 or visit mce_cp@hfhs.org 
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