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Last fall, the City built a concrete 
path from behind the Senior/
Community Center over to Tenhave 

Woods, just off of Lexington Blvd. For 
several months, it was a just a sidewalk 
that went to the fence and stopped. Now it 
leads somewhere 
because during 
the last weekend 
of 2006, the 
fence was cut 
and a gate was 
installed that 
could swing 
open and also 
be locked. For 
now, the gate at 
the southwest 
entrance (see 
map on page 
2 for gate location) will be used as the 
entry point for our Tenhave Woods 
nature walks. When there aren’t any 
nature walks, the gate will remain locked. 
Eventually, a turnstile will be installed 
next to the gate and that will be used as a 
park entrance/exit during park hours. 

If we can raise enough money at our 
next fundraiser (April 20, 2007), the 
turnstile for the southwest entrance 
should be installed by this coming 
fall. After the turnstile is put in place, 
the gate will be primarily used to 
bring in equipment necessary for park 
improvements and allow for wheelchair 
accessibility. In another year or two, the 
Nature Society should be able to raise 
enough money to install a turnstile in the 

northeast corner of the park. 
When we had the public hearings six 

years ago and were writing the Nature 
Society’s master plan, there was input 
from neighbors around Tenhave Woods 
that the entrances were not conducive to 

walking through 
the park. The 
west entrance 
was placed 
there originally 
because Marais 
went through 
that area. You 
could park near 
the entrance and 
enter Tenhave 
through the 
meadow. This 
changed when 

the city turned the meadows into soccer 
fields and the road was removed. This 
entrance was extremely poor for starting 
nature walks, as a long sidewalk through 
the athletic area certainly does not set the 
mood. The turnstile (northwest entrance) 
on Normandy was from its installation, 
a mistake. It was placed in the swamp 
forest corner of the park. In the spring it 
is regularly under as much as seven inches 
of water for at least 100 feet. Therefore, 
at that time of year it was not useable for 
most people. 

The nature walk meeting area at the 
west entrance was hard to find. We 
generally waited just inside the west side 
turnstile. Our meeting place was not very 
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noticeable as it was a long distance from 
the parking lot and somewhat hidden. 
Thus, many people over the years were 
not able to find our nature walks even 
though we placed a signs by the parking 
lot and the turnstile. 

It was originally thought we should 
move the two turnstiles, but we have had 
many comments from women that they 
felt at risk if alone in the park because 
of the lack of exit routes. The last thing 
we want to do is have members of the 
general public not enter the woods out of 
fear. The more people that are using the 
park, the less chance there is of having 
paint ball wars, beer parties, campfires 
and the like. We are looking at turnstiles 
that can be set up only as exits. We 
would want to move the two existing 
turnstiles to new locations and put the 
two new “exit only” ones in their place. 
This may even provide more security 
for the nature area, as both of the new 
entrances would be visible to homes in 
the area. Presently, the west entrance can 
be entered without anyone noticing.

The existing turnstiles will be 
moved to both ends of the Sandbar 

Trail where it meets with the fences. 
This trail is dry all year long. Both 
these entrances would come out of the 
sylvan areas of Quickstad Park and 
provide lots of nature items to talk 
about. The southwest entrance would 
also shorten the distance into the park 
from the Lexington parking lot and 
Senior/Community Center. This entry 
point will allow us to run programs out 
of a classroom environment (Senior/
Community Center) and directly into 
the woods. A gate to be used only for 
nature walk programs has already been 
installed. The northeast entrance where 
it is dry throughout the year would make 
it easier for people who would prefer 
entering the park from the Normandy 
Road side. See the below map for the 
location of future entrance/exit locations. 

Money from our past and future 
fundraisers will be used to purchase and 
install these two additional turnstiles 
and move the current ones to a different 
location. Turnstile purchase price is 
currently $3,600 for each one plus $750 
to make it work only as exit. It will cost 
an additional $800 to install each one. 





Back in the summer of 2001 when 
we were just setting up what 
was to become the Royal Oak 

Nature Society, Gretchen Greenwood, 
Jack Kerby and I toured both parks 
with Greg Rassel of the City. We had 
a nice walk in Tenhave Woods, but 
when we got to Cummingston we only 
made it fifty feet into the woods before 
retreating, as we were attacked by an 
unbelievable number of mosquitoes. The 
problem was that Cummingston was 
flooded, creating an enormous area for 
the mosquitoes to breed. The flooding is 
due to the construction that has occurred 
on all sides of the park as development 
filled the area. This flooded condition 
has killed the incredible diversity and a 
large amount of wildflowers. Having all 
of those wildflowers was the purpose in 
creating the park. One of our first goals 
for the Nature Society was to determine 
how to drain Cummingston and return it 
to its original condition.

For the next two summers, we 
experienced drought conditions and with 
no water, it was impossible to study the 
problem. In the summer of 2003 we had 
water back but not as deep as usual. In 
the spring of 2004 the water was back 
to its maximum flooded condition; now 
was the time to start our research. That 
August when the park was dry, we used 
a posthole digger to put down a 36 inch 
deep hole in the area which had the 
deepest water in the spring. There was 
about six inches of good black soil and 
then clay below that. To our surprise, the 
hole instantly filled to 27 inches below 
grade. By December 11th it was at eight 
inches above grade. We have watched 
and recorded the above and below level 
of the water table ever since. In the spring 
of 2005 we started to survey water levels 
in the park in relation to the sewer that 
is along the west side of Leafdale trail. 
The sewer is about 100 feet into the 

park. We found that in several areas, 
the water was higher than the top of 
the sewers. At one point, the water on 
the east side of Leafdale trail was more 
than ten inches deeper than the sewer 
on the west side of the trail. If you have 
been on any of our nature walks, you 
have heard me talk about the old glacial 
lake ridges that run through the parks. 
We found that the Arkona beach ridge 
blocks the water from reaching the drain 
in the southern part of the park. When 
the water reached twelve inches deep, 
it is able to flow over the beach ridge 
and reach the sewer. As the water level 
in 2004 and 2005 dropped in the early 
summer, we carefully watched how much 
water was above the surface. From the 
combined memory from about fifty years 
ago, several of us came to the conclusion 
that seven inches of water above grade at 
our test hole was about the original water 
condition of Cummingston. Now we 
knew all we needed was to put in a ditch 
to the proper depth.

On November 5th, starting at 8:00 
a.m., Richard Stoll, Aaron Dorn, Ted 
Vickers, Jack Kerby, George Aldea and 
I along with an excavator rented from 
Buttons (rented at a very favorable price), 
began to attack the problem. Richard 
was operating the excavator and first 
had to dig a ditch across both sides of 
Leafdale trail at the north end of the 
park. Leafdale trail is a bermed trail 
and formed a dam that blocked water 
on the east side from reaching the west 
side where the sewer is. While this was 
going on, I was laying out stakes to show 
Richard how deep he had to dig. Ted 
and Aaron were clearing sticks and logs 
out of where the ditch was going to be 
dug. Jack and George were using leaf 
blowers to clear the area. As Richard 
worked his way toward the front of the 
park, Ted, Aaron and I chopped roots 



and smoothed the dirt on the bottom of the ditch using 
rakes, axes and shovels. The ditch was being dug on 
the top of an old ditch that never was deep enough to 
provide enough drainage. We had carefully surveyed 
the plants growing along the old ditch to make sure 
nothing important would be damaged. The park’s only 
alternate leafed dogwood was near the path that was 
going to be excavated. I marked it with yards of yellow 
police tape so that there was no mistake of cutting it 
down. Richard carefully worked his way around it. 
The process was slow and deliberate. By 4:30 p.m. we 
had reached the sewer. It had been a long hard day, 
sore muscles, aching backs and hands that had barely 
escaped having blisters. My mother’s words came to 
mind when I was back in high school. She said that I 
should study hard because I wouldn’t want to grow 
up and be a ditch digger. I never paid much attention 
to that, but obviously my mother knew what she was 
talking about. Now all that was left to do was load the 
excavator back on its trailer and wait for rain to fall to 
see if we had achieved our goal.

The day we dug the ditch the water in our test hole 
was 22 inches below grade. On November 14th the 
water was 14 inches below grade and on November 
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20th only 9 inches down. On December 16th the water 
was six inches above grade at our test hole and water 
was flowing down the ditch to the sewer. We will still 
have to wait until we have heavy winter rains and the 
snow melts to see what happens. Maybe we will have 
to fill some of the ditch in or dig it a little deeper to 
achieve goal of returning the park to its predevelopment 
water levels. Hopefully this will improve conditions 
for the wildflowers and they will begin to colonize the 
previously flooded areas. 


