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The End for a Great Forest in Chesterfield Township?

Excerpts from an article by Bill Collins

Last October, Bill Callins, an ecological consultant
from Huron Ecologic, talked to the Society about
wetlands. He defined them for us, described wet
land vegetation, regulations, loopholes and a lack
of enfarcement cancerning them.

Fecently, the Society received B8
the following repart from him B
about four parcels of forested
wetland/uplands  in - Chester-
field Township {just southwest SE8
of New Baltimore) ranging from
20 to 32 acres, that are ahout B
to be lost to residential devel-
opment.

Substantial portions of these
four parcels are very mature.
They consists of large Ameri-
can  Heech, Sugar Maple, B8
Black Cherry, White Cak, and
Fed Qak, which iz similar to L
what can be found in Royal
Oak's Tenhave VWoods. Herbs
such as Red Trillium, Dutch-
man's Breeches, Toothwaort,
and the usual array of wood-
land wildflowers are abundant
across the upland portions of
the forest floor. The forest is confirmed breeding
hahitat for mary interior woodland hbirds such as
Wood Thrush and various warhlers observed an
the sites.

A 1892 preliminary wetland determination by Dr.
Eugene Jaworski of J & L Consulting Services irv
dicated that approximately 65% (18 acres) of one
of the parcels was wetland. In 1998, the devel

oper had a study done by a different cansulting
firm, concluding that only 0.17 acre of that 28 acre
parcel was requlated wetland consisting of tao
small areas along the south property line, tucked
wiell away frum the central development area de-
i @ sired.  The Michigan Depart-
ment of Emvironmental Guality
(MOEQY approved the second
study hecause they said they
didn't have jurisdiction over
most of the wetland because it
was not larger than five acres
and Iz not considered contigu-
ous with the Salt River ar Lake
St Clair, which are nearby.
The MOEQ did not notify the U
| 5. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) of the proposed de-
velopment and if it were not for
couple of residents  alerting
them, the wetland would never
hawve the chance to he pro-
tected. Once  notified,  the
USACE did a site inspection
and disagreed with the MOEQ' s
determination.  USACE then
required a permit application
from the developer, who lost
twice in the courts trying to challenge the jurisdic-
tion of the USACE in this matter.

It i1z the opinions of Huron Ecological and the
LISACE, that permits are legally required for ime
pacts to any of the wetland delineated on these
four parcels, hecause it is part of a larger wetland
area neighhoring Lake Saint Clair and the Salt
Fiver, and also because most of it is part of a




Continued from page 1.
wetland area greater than five acres.

Cn Qctober 4, 2002 Macomb County Prosecutar,
Carl Marlinga, and Assistant Prosecutor, Mark
Fichardson filed a Michigan Environmental Pro-
tection Act (MEPA) suit to protect this forest and
the wetland within it. At least the Prosecutor's of-
fice has recognized the value and unigueness of
thiz area. Theaoretically, MEPA iz a very empower-
ing statute in that it allows the plaintiff to set the
environmental standard they feel is necessary for
resource protection. Because the developer he-
gan clearing two parcels, the Macomb County
Frosecutor, reqguested an injunction from Judge
Oan Miller, who happens to be U3, Representa
tive Candice Miller's hushand.  Judge Miller
granted the injunction, but only a few hours later,
in a so-called compramise, he partially lifted the
injunction. The developers are still allowed to
clear trees for roads and a sewer line, but they
can't begin to grade the parcel. The judge will
probably make a decision on that issue by the end
of March.

The 1380's were initially hailed as "The Decade of
the Ernvironment", which, by about mid-decade

was soon twisted back on itself as "The Decade of
Environmental Backlash". Here we are well into
the next decade, and still virtually nathing is being
done to protect significant habitats in southeast
Michigan. Ignorance, greed, apathy, ecological
elitism, and resulting lack of attention to these ar-
eas will ensure that in a short time, development
will run itz course in southeast Michigan, taking
with it the few remaining areas such as this.

The region needs mare than regulation and a few
good intentions. It needs an infarmed plan of ac-
tion implemented as soon as possible. Southeast
Michigan is a very affluent and industrious region
that should be able to do far better than this. It's
time to cut the pep talk and do something about it.
l= it too late for this forest in Chesterfield Town-
ship?

The Royal Oak Nature Society agrees totally with
Bill Collins on this issue. Ewveryone should rally
around stories like this, to make sure that our last
local vestiges of forested land, remains as is. For
the full text of this report, please go to

http: Mwanney great-lakes netflistsfenviro-mich/2003-
02m=gl01 73 html

Get Ready for Improvements
Gretchen Greenwood

The Mature Society has heen working an two
separate grants in hopes of completing maost of
the physical improvements in Tehnave Woods at
Cilickstad Park.

Working with the City and the Mahamy=-Meininger
SenionCommunity Center, the Mature Society has
applied for a Community Block Grant. These are
Federal funds that come back to our City. This
grant will allow for the hard-surface trail between
the Senior Center and Lexington BEld. The trail
will go through the wooded area behind the Cen-
ter and add a new turnstile {and handicap gate)
on the South-side of Tenhave VWoods [off of Lex-
ington). The Saociety hopes to replant the wooded
walkvay with native plants and hold nature walks
for the seniors and Preschoolers. Waork will hegin
this summer on this project.

The second grant is for is a Fecreation Grant from
the Michigan Matural Fesources Trust Fund.

These funds would allow for improvements to the
natural trail system inside the woods. The trails
will not be paved, just raised in a few areas that

are too wet to use during the rainy seasons. A
boardwalk would be added in extremely wet areas
and a study for recreating the vernal pond waould
he included . Other additions include such as trail-
head signs, a new turnstile on the MNorth-side of
Tenhave Woods (off of Mormandy), and benches.
This grant will he submitted on April 1, 2003 and if
recered, all wark must be completed in one year
fram the day we receive the grant.

The changes will allow for people to take mare en-
joyable nature walks without negatively impacting
the flora and fauna of the woods. Faor more infar-
mation, check out the Cummingston Fark and
Tenhave YWoods Master FPlans that are located an
our weh site.

Hewsletter Staff:
Heather J. Muller (Editon
Ted Vickers
Gretchen Greenwaod




Beauty of Nature
Ted Vickers

Far the past 40 years, Pat and Eay Colerman have
heen daoing what they enjoy the most, photograph-
ing nature. Pat began taking pic- :

tures of people hack in the early B
o0's for a short while, stoppedp
and then started back up daoing
nature photography with her hus-
hand in the mid B0's.

When trawveling, their preference
i= to go it alone and newver go
with groups.  This allows them
the extra time necessary to make
sure that they don't miss a thing.
Their travels have taken

them as far north as Nowva .
Scotia, and as far south as g

Trinidad. A majority  of
their time has heen spent
explaring  the  United ..

States, where they have
visited all but Colorado, . &8
Alaska and Hawaii. e >

Their motto is to take
whatever nature  gives
them. ‘when going out an ..
their photo shoots, they S
usually looking for certain
things, but if something elze arises, they will capi-
talize on it. Pat said, "In the natural warld, you
never really know when nature is going to treat
wou to something special. The subject could be
anything from hutterflies and maoths, to mammals,
hirds, insects, amphibians, ar within the world of
plants and flowers”. The Colemans special pursuit
is archids, and they frequently go up to the tip of
the Bruce Peninsula in Ontario, to seek them out.

25555 Woodinard Cloenue
Rogal Cak, T 45067
Cutrers: Lullun & Steae Dinfer

FPat and Ray are active with several nature
groups, including Michigan Botanical Club, Detrait

Audubon, the Mature Conser-

vancy, and of course, the
| Royal Oak Nature Society, As

accomplished photographers,
| they have been published in
|the Encyclopedia  Britannica
5 plus Mational Wildlife, Smith-
| =onian, and Mational Audubon
magazines. Eecause they
want children to see and feel
the beauty of nature, they do-
nate many of their pictures for

school texthooks.

FPhaotography has seem-
_; ingly always been a way

of life for them. It offers
therm the chance to go
into the natural weorld,
where they discover the
beauty of nature and
have the opportunity to
bring it home to show
others.

To get a chance to see
their  heautiful  photo-
graphs, please join us at the Mahany-Meininger
SeniorCammunity Center on Apnl 2 (Wed) at
700 pm. This is a golden opportunity to see na-
ture the way it should be seen, up close and per-
sonal.
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imt@diﬁl

Your backpahd bircfesdin,

Phone: (248 ) 548-2424
Faa: (248) 548-0917

E-mails wlnroyaloaki@act.com




General Meeting with Speaker Programs
700 p.m. - Leo Mahary'Harold Meininger SeniornCommunity Center

Date Spealker (5) Topic Description
April 2nd | Ray and Pat | Focus on Fay and Pat Coleman, professional photo graphers, cave us a beau-
Coletnan Mature tifiul slide show on butterflies last vear and this vear they are back

with another slide program on the heauty of nature.

May Tth Bob Muller | Parks Update | Bob Muller, a Royal Oals Hature Society naturalist, will be talling

& Wld about what has been happening with the Society & Royal Cal’s
Flower Slide | two nature parks for the past vear In addition, there will he a shde
Showr presentation on wildflowers.

June 4th Dion Drife Michigan Don Drife, a Royal Oal Nabre Soctety naturalist & hotanist, wall
Orchids present a slide show on some of Michigan®s more elusive wildflowe-

ers, our native orchids.

Mature Walk Programs
Meet at the park

Date Day Time Location Theme
Apnl 12th Saturday 10:00 am. Tenhave Woods Woody Flants
April 26th Saturday 10:00 am. Cummingston Park Spring Explosion
May 3rd Saturday F00 am Tenhave Woods Bard Wall
May 3rd Saturday 10:00 am. Tenhave Woods Wildflowers
May 14th Wednesday F00 pom Tenhave Woods Wildflowers
May 17th Saturday 00 am. Cummingston Park Bird Walk
May 17th Saturday 10:00 am. Cummingston Park Wildflowers
QOur Parks
Tenhave Woods at Quickstad Park Cummingston Park
T Meet at main gate . Normandy Rd (13 1/2 Mile) f Meijer Dy o
N Kimhall A Tenhave Woods SE |Cummingst::|n Patl: |
= L P ke ? Megjer Dy Torquay
= ®  Lexington Rd =l 0 SeniotTommunity P o] » =
E g Center g E.D 5 = Patk on the i
L] En = = = 5 street & meet 5‘?
=} 51 B h
13 Mile Rd o | Al - i
| T 14 Mile Rd

Royal Oak Hature Society — Board of Directors:

President — Heather J. Muller (248.546.4184) Beautification — Jack Kerby (248,230.01286)
Secretary — Gretchen Greenwood (248.283.2002) Wiays & hMeans — Dena Serrato (313.248.8820
Treasurer — Bob Guyrmer (24835970425 Education — Kristine Hammaond (248577 51713
Program — Bob Muller (248.398.0185) Membership — Jeanette Carnaghi

Communication — Ted Yickers (248,549 2366)




