
In April of 2006, the Royal Oak Nature 
Society held its first fundraiser. We 

spent eight weeks putting it together 
and getting items donated for our silent 
auction. It was held it at the Leo Mahany/
Harold Meininger Senior/Community 
Center and we were very pleased by the 
community’s participation. After the 
fundraiser, the Board decided that it was 
so successful, that we needed to make 
it an annual event and also bigger and 
better. So we secured the Royal Oaks 
Elks Club for the spring of 2007, as our 
location. Preliminary planning began in 
the fall of 2006. By March of 2007, we 
were having weekly meetings in order 
to get ready for the “putting on” of our 
Second Annual Fundraiser. 

 We began to ask the City’s businesses 
and friends of the Nature Society for 
donations of items to be bid on at 
the silent auction. The Nature Society 
advertised that there would be appetizers. 
So we also approached area restaurants, 
asking for food donations (see list 
of donors). The Society felt because 

we had been an organization long 
enough, that awards should be given 
out at the fundraiser to individuals and 
organizations that have helped us out. 
Thus, The Chinquapin, President’s and 
Lifetime Achievement awards (see sidebar) 
were born and discussions as to who 
should receive them began. Surprises also 
happened. While we were manning a 
table at the Farmers Market publicizing 
our fundraiser, a small folk trio, Theresa, 
Phyllis & Jack, offered to play at the 
fundraiser at no charge. So ticket sales 
began and items for the auction started 
to flow in (see list of donors). On the 
afternoon of the fundraiser, we began 
setting everything up at the Elk’s Club 
and waited afterwards to see what 
would happen. Everything exceeded our 
expectations! The band was fantastic and 
created a festive atmosphere. Hopefully, 
we can get them to return next year. The 
restaurants sent so much great food that it 
was more like dinner than appetizers. The 
attendees bid, items were won and twice 
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as much money as last 
year flowed in. Our goal 
for 2007 to get enough 
money to purchase and 
install the first new 
turnstile for Tenhave 
Woods, was achieved. 
The turnstile is on order 
and it should be installed 
by the time we have our 
September nature walk. The bidding for 
the last of our silent auction items ended 
around 9:15, but people did not leave. 
The socializing and eating continued on. 
What we had created was a party. We 
still had people filling the tables at 11:00 
pm. All of the Nature Society members 
that staffed the event were tired, but with 
big smiles on their faces. 

 If you missed this event, you missed 
a real fun evening. Make sure to mark 
your calendar next spring for our Third 
Annual Fundraiser (Royal Oak Elk’s 
Club on Friday, April 18, 2008). For 
that one, we are looking to earn enough 
money to add one more turnstile at 
Tenhave. At that point, we will have 
completed our Master Plan (can be found 
on our website) goal of adding turnstile 
type pedestrian gate entrances on the 
north and south sides of the park, similar 
to the existing entrances. 

 Again, thanks from all of us that 
work in the nature parks to everyone 
who attended the fundraiser and to all 

of those who donated food and items 
for our auction. All Donors will receive 
complementary issues of our newsletter 
for the 2007/08 Season.

Royal Oak Nature Society 
Award Winners





In the last seven years, we have had 
thousands of people attend our nature 
programs. We know from the time we 

spend in the parks that many people are 
also using them on their own. Regularly, 
there are articles in the local newspapers 
about the Nature Society and Royal 
Oak’s two nature parks (Tenhave Woods 
& Cummingston Park). 
We also do programs 
for local service 
clubs and others that 
focus on what we 
are offering. We have 
become well known 
in the community, but 
still I often talk to 
local people who have 
never heard of us or 
more surprising, that 
Royal Oak has nature 
parks! How could we 
get people that haven’t 
been in the parks to 
come and see what we have? The idea of 
an open house was born.

We decided that the spring season with 
the wildflowers and Dragonfly Pond with 
it aquatic life would be the time of year 

to give it a try. May 5th was picked as the 
date. We would have an all day program 
with scheduled nature walks in the 
morning and numerous things going on 
from 1:00-5:00 in the afternoon so people 
could just drop by and take part in them. 
Fifty people attended morning programs 
that included a bird walk (lead by Doris 

Applebaum & 
Margaret Moran from 
Oakland Audubon), 
a wildflower walk 
(headed by Don 
Drife) and a pond life 
program (run by Bob 
Muller). Afternoon 
programs included a 
nature photography 
demo (Pat & Ray 
Coleman), wildflowers 
(John DeLisle), 
pond and insect life 
(Jimmy Kipps), trees 
(D.J. Kurkowski), a 

children’s craft table (Nancy Vickers & 
Jennie Klein), skulls and skin display (Tim 
Turner) and invasive plant species removal 
(Dena Seratto). Sixty-five people showed 
up for those.

The Nature Society and the Trees Have Lost a Friend

Dan Kurkowski, known to most of us as DJ, passed away unexpectedly in June. I have 
known DJ for many years and “drafted“ him early in our struggles to get our speakers 
program going. He also helped on a number of early nature walks and I tried very hard 
to get him to become deeply involved with us. Unfortunately for us, DJ was already very 
involved with many other organizations (Global Releaf, The Michigan Big Tree Hunt, & 
The Michigan School of Gardening to name a few), but was always ready to help out, as 
time would allow.  DJ thought highly enough of the diversity of Tenhave Woods to use it 
for tree ID classes that he taught.  This pleased us tremendously as the Nature Society’s 
main goal is to get people into the parks. DJ was always smiling and laughing; he was 

yourself in a good mood when around DJ. DJ worked on our open house this past May 
and was scheduled to give us another talk this coming October. I do not have the heart 

will do the best I can, although I know I will be a poor substitute.  After his name on our 
listed programs, he always quoted the Lorax from the Dr. Seuss book “I speak for the 
trees, for the trees have no tongues”. The trees have lost a great defender and friend, as 
DJ spoke for the trees, for the trees have no tongues. by Bob Muller



We saw many new faces. One 
gentleman commented that he 
had not been in the park for at 
least 20 years. Many parents and 
grandparents with children were 
walking the trails. Since I was not 
running a program in the afternoon, 
my job was to wander around the 
park, which gave me the opportunity 
to talk with many of those people. 
People seemed to be enjoying 
themselves and lots of comments 
were made as to how beautiful the 
woods were. I continuously pointed 
out that this was a great place to 
walk with small children; they 
always enjoy running down the trails 
with the parents not having to worry 
about the street and cars. Our insect 
pond life afternoon program was 
staffed by a high school freshman 
with help from my grandson. I got 
lots of feedback as to how well they 
explained what was in the pond and 

the time they took with younger 
children in helping them catch things 
that were in the water.

We had concerns since the open 
house was only two weeks after 
our fundraiser, that there wasn’t 
enough publicity for this event. We 
thought few might attend. But, by 
mid afternoon we knew that this was 
the beginning of our annual Spring 
Park Open House. If you missed this 
one, mark your calendars for May 3, 
2008.

Birds that were seen or heard

Red Tail Hawk
Downy Woodpecker
Red Bellied Woodpecker
Indigo Bunting
White Breasted Nuthatch
Tuffed Titmouse
House Finch
Northern Flicker
Robin
Scarlet Tanager
Yellow Rumped Warbler
Black Throated Green Warbler
Black & White Warbler
Nashville Warbler
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